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L’'ILIADE DHOMERE tra- 
duite en Francois, avec des Remarques. 


Par Madame DACIER. A Paris, 
chez Rigaud, Directeur de I'Tmprimerie 
Royale, rue de la Harpe. M DCCXI. 


That is, HOMER’s ILIAD Tranflated into 
French , with Remarks. By Madam DA- 
CIER. Jd Three Volumes. Paris 1711. 
in 12" Vol. I. Page. 522. Vol. ID. 
Page. 621. Vol. II]. Pagg. 616. Be- 
fides a Preface of 72 Pages, and the Life 
of Homer, Pagg. 44. 


_ the Publick with a new Tranflation . f Homer, is 
fo well known by many other Polite and Learn- 
ed Performances of that Kind , that her Name, prefixed 
tothis Work, is a fufficient Reafon to form a great Idea 
‘of it. Her Preface, wherein fhe gives an Account of her 
Tranflation, may be look’d upon as a Mafter-Piece, and 
contains many excellent Obfervations, whereby it appears 
that fhe is admirably qualified for fuch a Work, tho’never 
fo difficult. I fhal] enlarge upon that Preface, being per- 
faded that a long Extraét of fuch a Valuable Piece will 
not be unacceptable to the Readers. 

It is no eafy Thing, fays Madam Dacier, to give Mena 
true Tafte of Epick Poetry , and to make them know the 
Nature of it. The Art of that Poetry was fo little under. 
ftood in all Ages, that Antiquity affords but Two Poets, 
who hada true Notion of it, Hemer is the irft, who knew 
it. All the Greck Poets, before and after him , were alro- 
gether ignorant of his Art ; and Epick ‘oerry toffered a 
total Eclipfe in Greece after his Death. Arlaft it was hap- 
pily revived by Virgil among the Romans, about Nive bun- 
dred Years after Homer; but it died again with him, and 
that fecond Eclipfe has lafted ro this Day. Arts and Sci- 
ences do commonly produce, thro’ the Corruption and 
Ignorance of Men, other Arts and Sciences thar are falte 
and counterfeit, and therefore ’ris no wonder if the Art of 
Epick Poetry has alfo produced a felfe Art, and confes« 
quently fome Poems falfely call'd Epick Poems , and fome 
Works in Profe, which far from being Epick, have no- 
thing in them of that Conffitution, Hence it is that 


’ | YHE Merit of the Mluftrious Lady, who prefents 





moft People are fpoiled by the reading of ma i 
divelous Books, a diflike every ioe that jee see fae 
with their Tafte. Thofe Confiderations made Madam 
Dacier fenfible, that fhe undertook a very difficule Work 
and might eafily mifcarry in the Execution of it. Five 
Difficulties offered themfelves to her Mind. 


I. The firft is grounded on the Nature of Epi 

in general : Ie is fo little known, chat ook cont 
expect to reconcile the Readers with thofe auftere Poms, 
which under the Cover of an ingenious Fable, contain 
only ufeful Inftruétions, and none of thofe Adventures 

with which we are moved and affected when they run u : 
on Love. This was one of the Reafons,why Madam Deche 
thought her Tranflation of Homer would not have a good 
Succefs. But at laft fhe confidered, that rwo Excellent 


- Works, publifh’d in French concerning the Nature of the 


Epick Poem, might have given a true Notion o 

of Poetry. Father /e Boff writ a Treatife , shart 
explains the Art of Homer's and Virgil’s Poems by the 
Rules of Ariftotle. The Poctick of that Philofopher ha 
been tranflated into French , and illuftrated with a Colne 
mentary, wherein the Truth and Certainty of thofe Rules 
are fully demonftrated by Experience and Reafon, Thofe 
Two Books having, as it were , made a way for Madan 
Dacier’s Trantlation, fhe did not doubr but the mj ghe ea 
ture ro publifh in the French Language the Poems that 
have afforded thofe Rules ; being of Opinion thar the Di- 
flike, which fome few Perfons might exprefs for her Pera 
formance , was not a fufficient Reafon to deprive others 
of a Faithful Tranflation of thofe Two Excellent Origi 
nals, the [iad and the Odyfley. Bt 


II. The Second Difficulty arifes from the F 
Allegories interfperfed thro® the Poems of Presi le 
Readers are able to dive into them, and confequent! ad 
perceive the Beauties of that Excellent Poet, In his th 
the moft important Truths were delivered uncer Fidions 
and Parables ; and the wifeft Men thought ic a stories 
Thing to unravel thofe Myfteries,and to find out the Senfe 
concealed under them. ur Age has a quite different 
T afte : Nothing is valuéd bur what is clear and free from 
Obfcuriry. Belides , ‘tis obje&ted againft Homer that hig’ 
Allegories are fo extravagant,that rhe Heathens themfelveg 
Jook'd upon them as fo many Injurious Reflexions upon 
the Gods. Hence it is that Plato expelled him fom’ this 
Republick as avery dangerous Man. How can therefore 


a Poet, condemned even by the wifeft Plii 
— be of any ufe fe ? ; wie foe of 
To anfwer this Obje&tion, Madam Dacicr alled i 
the firft Place , the Authority of etn, Platahcb, a 
the Emperor Juflinian , who bettow the higheit Encomi« 
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Im n Homer. She obferves that Proclus writ a Book 
sohea Poet from the Accufations of Plate ; which 
he did with very good Succefs. Our learned rs 
contented with thofe Authorities, undertakes to —— 
he moft confiderable ObjeGtions of that Philofopher. The 
mabye an Epick Poet ( fays fhe ) is only to inftrué 
Mea’ and to reform their Manners by féveral Precepts 
raled under the Allegories of an Action, whereby 
caries more agreeable. Why fhould therefore Péa- 
to objeet againft Homer that he founded no Republick, and 
was no Legiflator ? Such an Objection 1s very unreafona- 
ble. Homer, {ays Plato, never commanded any Army ° 
How can fuch a thing be expected trom a Poet ? Tis 
true he never was at the Head of an Army, and never 
won any Battel ; but his Poems are full of excellent Pre- 
cepts forthe Art of War. No Poet is fo proper to in- 
{pire Men with Valour : He formed great Captains: 4- 
lexander and Cefar had a better Notion of that Poet than 
Plato. Tho’ Homer founded no Seé, ( which is another 
Objeétion of Plate,) he may be look’d upon as the Father 
of moft Se‘ts ; for one may find in his Writings the Seeds 
of all the Opinions, that were entertained by moft Philo- 
fophers long after him ; and, as Horace has well obferved, 
he teaches what is Honeft and Difhoneft, Ufeful and Per- 
nicious, much better than the greateft Philofophers. Pla. 
+o himfelf owns that he plainly difcovers what difference 
there is between Juftice and Injuftice. Porphyry under- 
took to prove that he was as great a Philofopher as an ex- 
cellent Poet. Maximus Tyrive calls him the Prince of Phi- 
ofophers. 
- Plées blames Homer for reprefenting the Gods unhappy, 
complaining, repenting, quarrelling , and fighting toge- 
ther. But he fhould have confidered that a- Poet ought 
never to mention the Gods, or muft be allowed to defcribe 
their Aftions, with Expreflions borrowed from thofe of 
Men. He may efcribe to the Deities Anger, Fury, Spite, 
Grief, Vengeance , and other Paflions as he repretents 
them having a Mouth, Feet,Arms,“e. Madam Dacier al- 
ledges the Holy Scripture to juftify Homer upon this Head. 
We read in Genefis, fays fhe, that an Angel wreftled with 
Facohb ; the Prophet Daniel defcribes Angels engaged in a 
Fight. ‘The Angel Gabricl, who was the Protector of 
Greece, fought 21 Days with the Angel who protected Pers 
fia ; andthe Angel Michael who protected the Jews, came 
co his Afiftance. There is nothing more common in the 
Sacred Writings than thefe Words , The Lord wid fight for 
you ; the Lord fights for them. Our Author pretends that 
‘this Conformity between the Scripture and the Poems of 
Homer, is fufficient to juftify that Poer, even in what he 
fays of the Wounds which the Gods receive, of their be- 
ing punifh’d, imprifoned, and thrown down from O/ym- 
pus. For, fays the, it ought to be confidered, that Homer 
never afcribes fuch Weaknefles and Misfortunes to the 
Supreme God ; and therefore that Poet , far from being 
Jook’d upon as an impious Man, ought to be very much 
efteemed by Reafon of the Conformity above-mention’d . 
A Conformity (fays Madan Dacier ) that « very remarkable, 
and may be of great Ufe in expounding the Sacred Writings. She 
adds, thar all che Deities of Homer are allegorical. Asa 
Theological Poet, he divides the Eifence of God into 
many Perfons, like fo many Attributes, under the diffe- 
rent Names of Jupiter, June, Neptune, &c. As a Philofo- 
phical Poet, he introduces natural Caufes like fo many Dei- 
tics. Laftly, Asa Moral Poet , he brings in Virtues and 
Vices atting like fo many Gods. With the help of thofe 
Three Confiderations, fays the Author, the feeming Ex- 
travagances Of Homer will vanifh away ; and the Readers 
will admire the noble Ideas and the vatt Knowledge of that 
excellent Poet. 

Homer fays, the Gods are moved with Prayers and Sa- 
crifices. Plate condemns that Dodrine ; but Madam Da- 
cier juftifies it, by obferving that it is the Do&rine of the 
Scripture. Thefe Words, fays the, spewmi Jv x) Seot al- 
wi, area Divine Sentence, and the Foundation of Reli- 

ion. 

Plato finds Fault with Homer for aflerting that God is 
the Caufe of Evil, and placing on both Sides of Jupiter's 
Throne Two Cesks, one of which is full of Evils, and 
the other of good Things. Our Author alledges the Scri- 

pture to fhew that God 1s the Diftriburer of Good and E- 
vil, anc confequently that this Doctrine of Homer is agree- 
able to Truth. She finds in the Scripture fomething like 
the Lwo Casks of Homer. Im the hand of th: Lord, fays 
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David, Pfalm LXXIV. there is 4 Cup, and the py; 
it is full of Mixture, and he poureth out of the fy 
The Author adds that thefe Expreffions are ve; 
in the Scripture: To drink the Wine of God's 
Wine mixed inthe Cup of his Wrath. 

As for the next ee =~ Homer 
Gods appearing under vifible Forms ; Madam : 
fers us 2. the Sacred Writings, wherein we peal thie Gn 
did frequently. appear under the Form of a Man Oran Pen 
s 
Plato cenfuresHomer for faying,T hatJupiter te ih 
ful Dream to Agamemnon, and ordered him to tell a Lic 
Madam Dacier obferves, that the Scripture affords an Ex. 
ample like that of Hemer. God being refolved to defiros 
King Ahab, % fent a lying Spirit to entice him. as : 
fent a Dream to deceive Agamemnon. Nothing 
can be more like. : 


ne ts rea : 
yf. » &c. 

4requenc 
Wrath 3 the 


introduces the 


Tupiter 
fays the, 


Hil, The Author proceeds to the Third D; 
grounded upon the Manners and Charaéters of wre. 
ent Times, which appear to us very contemptible. Cap 
it be expected that Achilles, Patroclus, Agamemnon and U. 
yes, taken up with mean and fordid Fun&ions as oe 
are apt tocall them, will be admir’d by thofe who are 
used to our Romantick, Polite, and Spruce Heroes > To 
remove this Difficulty, Madam Dacier makes the followin 
Obfervations. Homer reprefents Nature fuch as it was ra 
its firft Simplicity, before it loft its Dignity, and wanted 
to be fupported by a vain Pomp, which can never be a 
Sign of a true and folid Grandeur. The Man.- 
ners of Men difcover the Chara@er of the Ages 
in which they live: Actions are the only Thing 
whereby Men and Times can be charafteriz’d. And 
therefore an Epick Poem, being the Imitation of an AGi« 
on, a Poet oughtto reprefent the Manners fuch as they 
are in the Time he fpeaks of ; otherwife his Imitation is 
falfe ; his Heroes are only Romantick ; their Words and 
Actions contradi& their Charaéter , and have nothing in 
them but what is oppofite to the Ufages of the Time in 
which they lived. Homer could not conform himfelf to 
the Cuftoms of the following Ages; and we ought to 
confider the Manners of his Time. 

Ic will be obje&ted, That a Poet may be allow’'d to 
adorn and embellith his Subje& : Arifforle himfelf fays 
He ought to make his Heroes finer than they are. Madam 
Dacier owns it , provided the Poet takes Care to preferve 
a Refemblance : But he does not do it, when he afcribes 
to Perfons and Times , fuch Manners and Ufages as were 
unknown to them, Whoever takes fuch a Method, lofes 
all the Chara€teriftical Strokes, without which there can 
be no Refemblance between an Original and a Copy, 

But, will fome fay, Homer does frequently mention 
Kettles, Seething-pots, Blood, Fat, Guts, dc. He repre- 
fents fome Princes fleaing and roafting Animals. Can any 
thing be more offenfive ? Our Author obferves, That ail 
thofe Things are to be found in the Holy Scripture ; and 
that fuch an Obje&tion againft Homer, expofes the Sacred 
Writings to the Railleries of the Libertines and Atheifts. 
But, is it not a fhameful thing , that Princes fhould drefs 
their own Meat; that the Sons of the greateft Kings 
fhould be Shepherds ; that Achides fhould be taken up 
with the meaneft Employments ? Such were the Manners 
of thofe Heroical Times, fays Madam Dacier, of thofe 
Happy Times when Softnefs and Luxury were altogether 
unknown ; when Glory was only placed in Labour and 
Virtue, and Shame in Idlenefs and Vice. ‘“ I am well 
‘* sleafed (continues fhe) to fee the Heroes of Homer do 
what the Patriarchs did , who were Greater Men than 
Kings and Heroes. I am well pleafed to fee uno drefs 
her felf, without any Toilet, without any Tire-woman. 
The Goddefles are never the lefs Charming and Vene- 
rable, for Drefling themfelves. It is with the Heroes 
as with the Gods : No Footmen, no Valets de Cham- 
bre, no Gentlemen, no Attendants are to be feen about 
Achilles, Agamemnon, &c. Hercules and Thefews had none. 
In fhort, I am perfuaded that if an Able Hand Should 
undertake to compare Times, as Plutarch compared the 
“ Iluftrious Men whofe Lives he writ, we fhould find 


«e 
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'¢ the fame Difference between thofe Ancient Times and 
“* ours, that appear’d between the Brafs Statue of Alexan- 
“ ger made by Lyfippus, and the fame Statue when gilded 
“ by Nero’s Order. It was found neceffary to take off the 
“ Gilding , becaufe it had fpoiled all its Beauty: Quam 


© pretio periif[et gratia artis, detratium eff aurum. 


IV. The Fourth Difficulty proceeds from the Fictions 
of Homer, which appear to us extravagant , and inconfi- 
ftent with Probability. How can our Age bear a Poem, 
in which Tripods move of themfelves, and go to the 
Affemblies, Gold Statues help Vulcan to work, Horfes ap- 
pear endowed with the Faculty of Speaking ? vc. Madam 
Dacier owns that all thofe Stories, far from having any 
Probability in them, are naturally impoflible ; but the 
Poet reconciles them with Probability , by fuppofing that 
all thofe Wonders are performed by the Infinite Power of 
the Gods. . No Poet deferves to be cenfured for his Fi- 
éions, unlefs he fuppofes that Men can do Things that 
exceed the Strength of Nature , without any Help from 
a Divine Power, 


V. Of all the Difficulties, that have for a long time 
difcouraged Madam Dacier from venturing upona Tran- 
flation of Homer, the Di&tion of that Poet appear'd to her 
the moft perplexing. Homer is fo great and fo fublime, 
that ‘tis impoflible to convey into a Tranflation the 
Strength, the Harmony , the Dignity and Majefty of his 
Expreflions , and to preferve that Spirit which gives Life 
to his whole Poem, and makes it appear a Living and A- 
nimated Body. ‘ What can one expe& from a T ranilati- 
“ on into a Language like ours, always circumfpect , or 
‘* rather timorous, in which there is no Happy Boldnefs ; 
‘* becaufe, being always confined within its own Bounds, 
*¢ ic has no manner of Liberty ” ? 

It were in vain to fay, continues Madam Dacier, that 
’tis a Miftake to fancy that Thoughts ought to be fet off 
with the Choice, the Sound, and Harmony of Words. 
Without entring upon a Difcuffion relating to this Head, 
it is fufficient to confider , that Harmony has actually a 
great Effeé&t upon all Men. Noble and Harmonious Words, 
attended with a Happy Cadence, tho’ deftitute of Senfe 
and Truth, will command the Attention of the Hearers 
with a greater Power, than the moft Reafonable Things, 
fpoken harfhly, and with a difagreeable Sound. Ifa bare 
Harmony produces fuch an Effect, how powerful mutt it 
be when attended with Reafon, and fupported by the 
Beauty, the Truth and Dignity of Things ; and when 
the Mind is inftruSted , whilft the Ear is pleafed? Cer- 
tainly there is no Charm like ic; and fuch is Homer's 
Charm. 

Madam Dacier nor contented with thefe Obfervations 
upon Homer's Diftion, adds, That the Beauty of Exprefli- 
on confilts in Clearnefs and Noblenefs, which arife from 
the Ufe of proper and figurative Words ; from whence fhe 
takes Occafion to make the following Remarks, The pro- 
per Words, fays fhe, which render Homer’s Diftion fo 
clear, give it frequently as much Strength and Noblenefs 
as figurative Words. When he is neceflarily obliged to 
ufe the moft common Words, and fuch as have nothing in 
them that is agreeable, he mixes them with great Art, and 
adds ro them Sonorous Particles, and Magnificent and 
Graceful Epithets; which creates an Harmony, whereby 
the Meannefs of thofe Words does entirely vanifh away. 
His Enumeration of the Ships, at the End of the Second 
Book, is a remarkable Inftance of ic. Another Beauty 
obfervable in Homer's Di€tion is this: By mixing harfh, 
rough and common Words, with thofe that are moft po- 
lite and fmooth, he makes a Sort of Compofition which 
partakes of Gravity and Gracefulnefs ; and by that means 
he admirably mixes Art and Nature together. 

This Happy Mixture, continues the Author, gives that 
Poet a Strength and a Charm, which are peculiar to him ; 
and what is wonderful , is, That the Readers do not per- 
ceive any Labour in it : Every thing runs fmoothly; and 
the Facility which appears throughout the whole Poem, 
is as great as if it had been didtated to him by the Mute 
whom he invoked. 


On diroit que pour plaire, infiruit parla Nature, 
Homere ait a Venus dérobé fa ceinture : 

Som Livre eff d’ agrémens un fertile threfor ; 

Tout ce qu'il a touche fe convertit enor ; 


i7ite 318 


Tout recoit dans [es mains une nouvelle gracey 


Tousjours il divertit, & jamats ilne laffe. 


But, fays Madam Dacier, this mixed Compolition is un- 
known to the French Language ; it does not admit thole 
Varieties, and knows not how to difpofe of a mean, harth; 
or difagreeable Word: All its Treafures are infuificienc 
to hide an Imperfetion ; it wants thofe fonorous Parti- 
cles neceflary to bear up its Terms, and che different Har- 
mony which arifes from the differentDii pofition of Words ; 
and confequently , it cannot reprefent moit of che Beau- 
ties that fhine in Homer's Poetry. Madam Dacser, tar from 
flattering her felf upon this Head, deciares chat the can 
hardly avoid being condemned tor undertaking to tran- 
flate that Poet : I confe/s (tays the) that there is met ONE 
VERSE in Homer, in which I do not perceive a Beauty, 4 
Strength, a Harmony, a Gracefulne{s, which it was imposiele 
for me to preferve. Ifthe Actemptof that Illuttrious Lady 
be a Fault, it is fo Glorious to her, and fo Advantageous 
to the Publick, that ic were to be wifh’d the would 
quickly commit a Second Fault of the fame Nature, by 
publifhing a Tranflation of the Odyfley. ) 

Since Madam Dacier pretends to be guilty of a Faule, 
*cis very Natural for her to alledge fome Reatons in order 
to excufe her felf. The wondertul Style of Homer, fays 
fhe, and all the Beauties of his DiGion, are not the moft 
valuable Part of his Poetry. That Poet has fome Excel- 
lencies fuperior to the Beauties of his Expreflion. The 
moft Barbarous Nations have admired the Noblenefs of 
his Ideas, the Majefty of his Subject , the furprizing Va- 
riety of his Characters, &c. Our Author thinks this ads 
mirable Part of Homer's Poetry may be preferved in a 
Tranflation, She adds, That the does not write for the 
Learned, who read Homer in his own Language ; but for 
thofe, who are not able to underftand the Original, or be« 
gin to readit. Upon this Occafion, fhe gives us het 

Judgment about her own Performance. I have inferted 
it in the 252d Page of thefe Memoirs, to which I refer the 
Readers. 

Ic is commonly believed, that a Poet ought to be trari- 
{lated into Verte, to preferve all the Life and Spirit of 
Poetry ; but Madam Dacier alledges fome Reafons to thew 
the Impoflibilicy of it. A Trantlator (fays fhe) may ex- 
prefs allthe Thoughts of Hemer in Profe; which he can- 
not doin Verfe, efpecially in the French Language, being 
neceffarily obliged to leave out feveral Things, and to 
make feveral Additions and Alterations. Belides, the 
French Poetry can never reprefent all the Beauties of 
Homer, and attain to his Elevation. Some few Verfes here 
and there may be happily imitated ; but at a long run the ! 
whole ‘Texture will be weak and flag. On the contrary; 
all the Ideas of that Poer, the Beauty of his Images, eve- 
ry thing that he fays, may be conveyed into a Tranilation 
in Profe. This givesthe Author occafion to fhew how 
fuch a Verfion ought to be performed: What fhe fays up- 
on that Subje& is admirable, and feems to be a faithful 
Reprefentation of her own Performance. 

Madam Dacier proceeds to give an Account of her Re- 
marks. Before fhe enters upon this Subje&, the obferves 
that tho’ Homer be never fo admirable for the Beauty of his 
Poefy, one may find in his Poems feveral Things that are 
ftill more valuable ; a deep Learning ; many Remarkable 
Veftiges of the remoreft Antiquity ; a prodigious Know- 
Jedge of all the Arts ; a charming Variety of Manners and 
Characters ; perfect Models of a true Eloquence in all its 
Kinds; fevera] Maxims derived from the foundeftPhilofophy 
and Jaftly an admirebleConformity between hisStyle and his 
Notions, and the Sacred Writings, A bare Tranflation would 
not be fufficient to make theReadetsfenfible of fo many Beau- 
ties ; and therefore Madam Dacier has added to it many 
Remarks. She makes but few Critical Obfervations up- 
on Words : Her Chief Defign is to explain the great Erus 
dition of Homer ; to thew the wonderful Variety of his 
Characters; to difcover his great Wifdom in the moft 
furprizing Fi&ions ; to unfold the Excellent Precepts 
contained in his Difcourfes ; to clear the Theological O« 
pinions chat prevailed in his Time; to make ir appear 
how far the Greeks and Barbarians carried the Art of ars 
to prove the Conformity of his Style and his Notions with 
our Sacred Books ; to treat of feveral Things relating to 
Antiquity, Geography, Ge, 
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In the next place, Madam Dacier fhews how the Poems 
of Homer have been preferved and tranfmitted to us ; and 
then mentions thofe Authors who have writ upon that 
Poet. She defigned to lay down the Ralés of an Epick 
Poem, and to examine the Opinion of thofe, who pretend 
that the chief n Of Homer was to pleafe , and not to 
inftra& ; but the Length of her Preface did not allow of 
it: She will perhaps do it in a particular Treatife. In 
the mean time, fhe makes fome Obfervations upon thofe 
Two Heads. She fays upon-the firft, That ic appears 
from the whole Conftitution of an Epick Poem, that it is 
very differene ftom our Epick Poems, and more ftill 
from thofe frivolous Works which Love and Ignorance 
have brought forth. One would think, that Romances 
were made to change Weakneffes into Virtues: Senfe and 
Reafon are frequently negleGted in thofe Books: Inftead 
of an ingenious and ufeful Fiftion, they generally offer a 
wretched Falfiry oppofite to a known Truth, and reprefent 
the wifeft Heroes of Antiquity like fo many Extravagant 
Lovers. Madam Dacier applies thefe Obfervations to a 
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famous Romance ; and wonders that 
fhould have fo ftrangely miftaken the 


Mrs. de Scudery 
Charafier of Che 


ris. 

Upon the fecond Head, having obferved that the Opi- 
nion of thofe, who maintain that Pleafure is the only De- 
fign of Epick Poetry , was aflerted Two thoufand Years 
ago, fhe adds, that it is an Error confuted, not only by 
the beft Judges of Poetry among the Ancients, but chiefly 
by the very Nature of the Poem, which is a general and 
univerfal Fable, like the Fables of 4fop. Can any dae 
believe, fays Madam Dacier , that Afop dia only defign to 
pleafe the Readers ? Whoever fays fo, deftroys the Na- 
ture of a Fable, which is only a Difcourfe invented to re- 
form the Manners with fome Inftru&ions concealed un. 
der the Allegory of an Aétion. 

Madam Dacier informs us, that her Tranflation of the 
Iliad would have been quickly attended with that of the 
Odyfley, had not the Death of her only Daughter pre- 
vented it. She exprefles her Affliction in fuch moving 
Terms, that one can hardly read the Paflage without par. 
taking of her Grief. 





UL M. 


T# E Hiftory of the moft Confiderable Divines of the 

Dutchy of Wirtemberg , from the Beginning of the 
Reformation ro this prefent Time, written by M. Fifch- 
in, a Minifter of Stutgard, in Three Volumes in 8vo. 
Jcontains feveral Curious Particulars. 


9. N. t. Memoria Theologorum Wirtembergenfium re[ufc'ta- 
ta, H.E. Biographia precipuerum Virorum, qui a tempore 
Reformationis ufque ad hanc noftram etatem, partim in Due 
catu Wirtembergico Verbum Domini docuerunt , partim exrra 
fam hanc Patriam vocati Ecclefie Chrifti aliw ad terris :ufere 
vierunt, Orc. Ulme i7io. 


The Author maintains, that the Jews were juftly cxpell’d 
from the Dutchy of Wirtemberg in 1551. and pretends that 
they are generally addifted to Magick. As foonas a few, 
fays he, comes to be Twelve or Fourteen Years of Age, 
he knows how to ufe David's Shield, to put our a great Fire. 
Mott of them can conjure the Queen : That Queen is the 
Devil himfelf, who appears to them with his whole frain. 
Hence it is that they frequently repeat this Maxim ; ’7is 
an eafy Matter to bring the Queen, but 'tis a difficust matter to 
turn her out. . 

M. Fifchlin gives a Compendious Hiftory of the famous 
Peter Paul Vergerio, Bifhop of Cafo a’ Iftria, who in the Year 

1530. affifted at the Diet of Augsburg, as Legate of Pope 
Céemenz VIII. and then having embraced the Reformation, 
retir'd to Tubingen in 1555. When the Colloque of 
Poiffy met , Chriffopher Duke of Wirtemberg was defired 
to fend thither fome of his Divines. Vergerio had a 
great mind to be chofen for that purpofe ; but the Duke, 
not looking upon him as a Man well qualified to affift at 
that Conference, rather chofe to fend Fames Andreas, The 
Jatter being upon his Departure , Vergerio defir’'d him to 
deliver a Pacquet of Letters direéted to Cardinal deRourben. 
ThatDivine accepted thatCommiffion with fome Reluctan- 
cy. Upon the Road, the Rain having got into the Port- 
Mantle, wherein the Pacquet was, ames Andreas took out 
the firft Cover, under which he found (inftead of Letters) 
a Poem upon Sodomy, which was then afcribed toa Car- 
dinal, and fome Defigns reprefenting the Hiftory of Pope 
Jean. Such a Dangerous Prefent was immediately thrown 
into the Fire ; and the Bearer was fully perfuaded that his 
Life would have been in great Danger,if he had deliver'd ic 
to Cardinal de Bourdon. After his Return he very much 
com lained of Vergerio ’ who ufed all poffible Means to 
= y him. Suppofe it had been my Intention to have 


im kill'd, (faid he, among other Things, to the Media- 
tors whom he employ’d ) if James Andreas is a Chriftian, 
fie ought to forgive me. | 


aa inti 





HAGUE. 


A N Anonymous Author has publifh'd a Book, where. 

by he reduces Phyfick to Twelve general Remedies, 
viz. Bleeding, Clifters, Vomirts, Altering, Clearing, Pur- 
gative , Diuretick , Sudorifick, Anodyne, Precipitating, 
trenghtening, and Magnetick Remedies. 


Medicus Ewporiftus duodecim medicamentorum generalium {u- 
pellctile ¢ materia pafim obvia inflruftus, additis nonnull ne- 
ceffariis ad Praxim Medicam obfervationibus. Hage Comitum, 
1711. in 12. Pagg. 170. 


The Author does very much commend Bleeding, with- 
out pretending that it ought to be ufed in all Sorts of 
Difeafes. He does not approve the Taking of the Smoak 
of Tobacco thro’ the Anw, as "tis praftifed in fome Coun- 
tries. He declares that it is a dangerous thing ; and that 
he has feen tht pernicious Effects of it. Difcourfing of 
Vomits, he endeavours to remove the Fear of thoie¢ who 
are too much afraid of Antimony. Wheat, fayshe, is a 
very good Remedy for the Gout : Whereupon he quotes 
Pliny, who fays, That Sextus Pomponius being fuddenly 
taken wich the Gout, as he was fitting in his Granary to 
fee his Corn winnowed, fell by chance, or threw himfelf 
in a Fie of Anger into a Heap of Corn, which proved a 
Remedy for his IlInefs: And therefore, whenever the 
Gout came upon him afterwards, he immediately put his 
Legs into a Heap of Corn; which gave him prefent Eafe. 
The Author looks upon the Ufe of Sugar and Honey as 
very proper to preferve one’s Health , and to prevent the 
Indifpofitions of Old Age. This Book being fall of 
eafy and cheap Remedies , is very properly entitled Me 
dicus Euporiftus. 


PARTS. 


TH E Impreffion of the Hiftory of France, written by 

Father Daniel, in Three Volumes in Folio, is in great 
Forwardnefs. ‘Tis thought it will come out before the 
End of this Year. 





ERRATA, 


Page 309. in the French Title, mext to the Word Jefus, 
read 1X. Recueil. 


In the Englith Title , mext to the Word Jefus, read the 
IXth Volume. 
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